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STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


VITAL STATISTICS, 1956 (PRELIMINARY) 


The following preliminary particulars for 1956 are published 
subject to slight revision, with particulars for 1955 in parentheses. 


Births Registered. The number of births registered was 
18,964 (18,494). The last 7 years have been successive records in 
numbers, increasing from 16,042 in 1949. The highest birth rate per 
1,000 of population in recent years was 25.23 in 1947, and has now 
Poe err to. 22. Sly (22.55). 


Actual Births. A period of 2 days after birth is permitted 
fur registration and the number of births registered in a year there- 
fore differs from the number of births actually occurring during the 
year. The numbers of registered and actual births during recent 
years have been:- 1951 - 17,463 and 17,319, 1952 - 17,884 and 17,904, 
(eee 10,1960 and 16,104, 1954 = 18,227 and 18, 359,1955 = 18,494 and 
13,371. The number of actucl births for 1956 is not yet available. 


sexes of Births. Ti. number of boys compared with 100 girls 
born does not vary greatly and in recent years has been:- 1952 - 
VOWS, 1955 ms TOGeald. 495 4 tO Deals 1955 7) VOGe 16 and 4956 a TOL SOG 


Adoptions. 49 (403) children were legally adopted during 
the year. 


Legitimations numbered 35 (2aNe 


Deaths Registered. 7,593 (7,536) an increase of 57 on the 
record number of the previous year, the rate being 8.9 (9.19). The 
numbers dying from the various causes are not yeu available for 1956 
and hence comparisons cannot be made. 


Infantile Mortality. Deaths of children under 1 year were 
377 (431). The infantile death rate, or the number of deaths of 
children under 1 year per 1,000 births during the year of calculation 
was 19.88 (23.30). The 1956 rate is the lowest recorded for this 
State, the previous lowest being 20.65 in 1953, and is one of the 
lowest in the world. The rate has shown a remarkable decrease. 
Eighty years ago it was 150, sixty years ago it was 110, thirty-five 
years ago it was 60 and twenty-five years ago it was more than double 
the present rate. 


There were 114 (108) deaths of children under 1 day, 144 
(i55)0or chiddren from 4 day to 47 month, and 119 (170) of those from 
omer bul URGer | year. Compared wath earlier years there has been 
a distinct decrease in the death rate of children under 41 month but 
Beoeeere ager Cecreace in, respect to children from 1 month and under 
fife oee eo GnOUrh Gicre Was €@ ~arge increase in the Latter group: for 


1955. 


Deaths of infants from certain causes for 1956 (1955) have 
been:- Diarrhoea 5 (24), Congenital Malformations 71 (81), 
Prematurity 99 (90), Injury at birth 32 (38), Other diseases peculiar 
to carly infancy 7/7 (30), Cerebro-spinal Meningitis O (1), Meningitis 
5 (4), Whooping Cough 2 (2), Pneumonia 35 (54), Hernia and Intestinal 
obstruction 2 (5), External causes 7 (18) and all other causes 42 (32). 


PEiieerr ois. ese are nob included an cither births -or 
deaths and they number 274 (271). 


Marriages. The number of marriages celebrated was 6,277 
(6,226) and the rate per 1,000 of population was 7.39 (7-59). The 
record number uf marriages was 8,129 with a rate of 13.34 in 192 
and the lowest in recent years was 5,321 with a rate of 8.48 in 1945. 
Marriages in the Registration Office totalled 710 (pho ie 


SUMMARY RETURN. The following return shows the number of 
births deaths and marriages, the rate per 1,000 of mean population, 
the number of infantile deaths and the rate per 1,000 births. 


PERIOD | BIRTHS | MARRIAGES | DEATHS REGISTERED 
|__ REGISTERED | Total nants 
| No. | Rate(a) | No. Rate(a) | No. | Rate(a) No. Rate(b) 

Mean | | | | | 

sea pea | 2545. [45526 |) 8.55) | 4904 9.68 693 58.45 

925-29 41550) | 20616 14,205 | 7ebk 15,034 8.98 526 46.54 

4930-34 | 8,989) 15.54 | 3,660 Base 15700) 8.65 342 38.05 | 

er ON ebe52) 5550p. | 8.99 «5, 450) 95.20 297 32.85 

Reefs | 19.50 686,85 | 44625 | 16,235 | 10925 HO6 34657) 

4945-49 | 45,615 | 24.02 6,520 nf 65oGr 4 o.30 b27 246359 

1950-5 |17,807 | 23.62 6,362 Sali Wit @25 931 HOW 22567) 

Year | | | 

1952 17,884 | 23.69 6, 2k 8.27 7,050 9.34, 443 23409 | 

1953 118,156 | 23.39 16,149 7.92 |6,962 | 8.97 375 20.65 | 

495) Paice ee rel) P2897 — 1165490 Hoth. kis tis 9.07 388° 21529) 

1955 |18,494 | 22.55 | 6,226 heel Po igooen, Sale Hol 25430 

1956 ppeweai lO. sh . iG. 2r7 feo Te 5ooa 6o. ck Diy Mees 


a) Per 1,000 uf Mean Population 
9 19) 
(b) Per 1,000 Births. 


Al. BOWDEN, 
Government Statist. 


Statistical Office, 
ADELAIDE. 


28th February, 1957. 


